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of the Pacific." The officials of the Department are at
work on plans for the fortification of Pearl Harbour, and
millions of dollars are to be spent in carrying them out; so
that along with the vices of Western civilisation which have
almost exterminated the natives, Hawaii is to have added
all the evils which follow in the wake of militarism.

More important, however, than the annexation of Hawaii
was that of the Philippine Islands after the war with Spain
over the question of Cuba. We need not, meantime, discuss
either the facts of that war or the constitutional questions
involved; it is sufficient to note that under the terms of the
Peace Protocol of August 12, 1898, the United States were
authorised to " occupy and hold the city, bay, and harbour
of Manila pending the conclusion of a Treaty of Peace which
shall determine the control, disposition, and government of
the Philippines"; and under the terms of that treaty, con-
cluded on December 10, 1898, Spain ceded to the United
States the archipelago containing the Philippine Islands.
The Filipinos attempted to institute an independent republic ;
but after a desultory war, which lasted a considerable time,
they were compelled to yield, and the United States entered
upon the control of a tropical dependency in the Far East,
and assumed a very serious responsibility towards seven
million people who had formerly been subjects of Spain.
Some of the consequences of this step we will consider shortly
a little farther on.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The inhabitants of the countries in the Pacific area, which
we have considered in their relations to Japan, are for the
most part Eastern by race, and even in territories under
Western government the native population far outnumbers
all the others. When, however, we cross to the other side
of the Pacific and pass southward to Australasia we meet
an entirely new set of problems, not only as regards race
but also economic conditions. Some of these are already